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myopathy is growing at a rampant rate. We report on the early clinical
use of a novel transcatheter technology which addresses the under-
lying problem of the disease, excessive wall tension causing ongoing
ventricular dilation.
METHODS The Revivent System was developed to place permanent
cardiac implants into the heart for the purpose of excluding scar from
the ventricular cavity, thereby reconﬁguring abnormal cardiac geom-
etry that leads to dysfunction. This is achieved by implanting a series of
micro anchors which pull the LV free wall against the septum. The
procedure does not require sternotomy, ventriculotomy nor cardio-
pulmonary bypass. By excluding the abnormal, non-contractile, scar-
red portion of the ventricular wall, volume and radius are diminished
easing wall tension. The Revivent components consist of a series of
catheters and anchors that are deployed using ﬂuoroscopic imaging.
RESULTS Data is presented on 70 subjects treated with the anchor
implants wherein the delivery method was surgical for the ﬁrst 50 pa-
tients (Cohort 1) and transcatheter on the subsequent 20 patients
(Cohort 2). Patients in both Cohorts are indistinguishable clinically and
statistically from the entire group. Quality of Life, 6minutewalk, NYHA
class, EF and LV volume are all improved in early follow up. Procedural
success of the Revivent System was high, regardless of the delivery
system used. Placement of the implant using surgical delivery system
was successful in all but one of the attempted cases (98.1%) but 100%
successful for the transcatheter delivery system. Operative and 30 day
mortality was 5.5%. Mean time to extubation was shorter for patients
treated with the transcatheter system (20 hours) compared to the sur-
gical system (34.6 hours), and had a shorter interval in the ICU (80 hours
vs. 109 hours). Data are presented in Tables 1-4.
CONCLUSIONS These early clinical results suggest that the Revivent
system for less invasive ventricular volume reduction and reshaping
is safe and feasible when applied to appropriate subjects suffering
from ischemic cardiomyopathy heart failure. The clinical and hemo-
dynamic improvement experienced by these patients treated with this
early iteration of the system was demonstrated in measurable post
operative differences in NYHA, QOL, EF, 6 minute walk, and LV vol-
ume. We advocate further clinical investigations of this promising
new technology which ﬁlls an important clinical need.
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BACKGROUND Cardiac or pulmonary right-to-left shunt (RLS) is
associated with aura with or without migraine headache. A quantita-
tive relation between visual aura and degree of RLS is not completely
established. The aim of this study was to assess the relationship be-
tween the degree of RLS and visual aura with migraine.
METHODS Patients referred to the UCLA Interventional Cardiology
program and received a transcranial Doppler (TCD) examination for
assessment of patent foramen ovale (PFO) related conditions prior to
any intervention were enrolled in this study. The study population was
divided into two groups according to the frequency of visual aura with
their migraine headache: migraine headache with frequent (50%) vi-
sual aura (frequent aura group); andmigraine headachewith occasional
(<50%) or novisual aura (occasional or no aura group). Patientswhohad
visual aurawithoutmigraine headachewere classiﬁed into the frequent
aura group. The degree of RLS was quantiﬁed by TCD using the Spencer
grade scale at rest and post-Valsalva. Patients who hadmigraine events
more than one time per month and who also received PFO closure were
assessed for improvement of migraine headache or visual aura symp-
toms at 3 months after PFO closure.RESULTS Of 141 subjects with migraine, 81 (57%) were classiﬁed into
the frequent aura group and 60 (43%) were classiﬁed into the occa-
sional or no aura group. TCD grade in the frequent aura group was
signiﬁcantly greater than those in the occasional or no aura group
both at rest and post-Valsalva (Table). Of 54 patients who received
PFO closure, those in the frequent aura group had a signiﬁcantly
higher frequency of migraine improvement than those in the
occasional or no aura group (p ¼ 0.02).Frequent
aura groupOccasional or no aura
groupp value(n [ 81) (n [ 60)Age, yrs 48  15 50  13 0.55
TCD grade at rest, n ¼
140*3.2  1.5 2.1  1.6 < 0.01TCD grade post-
Valsalva, n ¼ 126*
4.3  1.0 3.8  1.3 0.01Increase in TCD grade,
n ¼ 125*
1.3  1.2 2.0  1.3 < 0.01PFO closed, n** 32 22 -Migraine improved, n
(%)23 (72%) 9 (41%) 0.02Migraine resolved, n
(%)10 (31%) 5 (23%) 0.55PFO: patent foramen ovale; TCD: transcranial Doppler.
*There were 15 patients who had TCD only at rest and 1 patient who had TCD only post-Valsalva. **The
number of patients who had migraine more than 1 time per month and also received PFO closure.
CONCLUSIONS Migraineurs who have frequent visual aura with or
without headache have a greater degree of RLS than migraineurs with
infrequent visual aura. Migraine with frequent visual aura (>50%)
may have a greater potential to improve after PFO closure compared
to migraine with infrequent visual aura.
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BACKGROUND One to ﬁve percent of AF ablations may be compli-
cated by pulmonary vein stenosis (PVS). Initial management of high
grade stenosis is performed with balloon angioplasty or stents.
Restenosis occurs frequently. We sought to assess our center’s out-
comes in patients with restenosis following an initially successful
intervention.
METHODS One hundred and ﬁfty seven patients with PVS were
seen between Jan. 2000 and Nov. 2014. One hundred and twelve
patients had high grade stenosis (75% narrowing on CT imaging)
and were taken for intervention. Restenosis was deﬁned as recur-
rent high grade stenosis more than 1 month following the ﬁrst
procedure.
RESULTS One hundred and twelve patients were taken for initial
intervention in 216 veins. Eighty eight veins were treated with an-
gioplasty (41%), 81 with stenting (37%), and 47 veins (22%) received no
intervention due to complete occlusion or angiographically insigniﬁ-
cant obstruction. Stents signiﬁcantly reduced recurrence relative to
angioplasty (RRR 0.54, p¼0.008). Despite a 94% acute success rate, 43
patients (38%) had 64 vessels which developed high grade restenosis
over a median follow up of 4.6 years. Average time to restenosis was 7
months (range 1-36 months). Forty veins (62.5%) had been treated
with angioplasty. Twenty four veins (37.5%) had been treated with a
stent- 21 were peripheral bare metal stents (median diameter 10 mm)
and 3 were drug eluting stents (median diameter 4 mm). Stents were
sized to the largest achievable diameter. Forty two patients under-
went a second intervention (n¼59 vessels), however 2 of these veins
were occluded and a wire could not be passed. One patient was
asymptomatic and was monitored with CTs for progression. Stenting
was used frequently to treat restenosis, with 33 veins undergoing
stenting (58%) and 23 veins treated with balloon angioplasty (40%).
Vessels treated with initial angioplasty followed by stenting had a
